
Providing Clean Water in

Indonesia
KUANGWAI
SDN 2 Gelanggang

Before a waste pond was built by a new company that 
moved into the area, the village of Kuangwai was located in 
a very fertile region of Indonesia where all kinds of plants 
grew very well. Water was plentiful to residents and for 
irrigation channels and rivers that are used to find fish as a 
food source. 

After the company opened a treatment pond, the soil 
became arid, many plants died and the water became 
polluted - which caused many of the fish to die. Access 
to water for the community and the school is very difficult. 
Because schools do not have clean water, they allow students 
to drink well water at the school, even though it is not safe 
for consumption. Nearby communities sometimes collect 
water from the school. The majority of people in Kuangwai 
Village have very little knowledge about health and hygiene 
and, as a result, the impact of the waste pollution on many 
of the students and community members has led to re-
spiratory and itching disorders. With the installation of a 
Planet Water AquaTower and hygiene education programs 
provided by Starbucks, there is hope for Kuangwai.

&

Number of Students: 287

GPS Coordinates: 8.445712, 116.323809    

Village Population: 1,000 (approx)

Number of Households: 250 (approx)
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“With the existing well as our water source, the students consume 
water directly from the well that we access from the faucet near the 
park without boiling. Because of our lack of knowledge about clean 
and healthy water, we think that all clear water is clean and healthy. 
So, we let the students consume the well water. The impact of diseases 
caused by well water in school is that some students often experience 
skin diseases and respiratory disorders. Hopefully one day schools can 
enjoy clean and healthy water, and get guidance about health and hygiene 
education so that in the future students can be free from disease.”
   - Ratmaje, S.Pd.SD, Headmaster

School Headmaster Explains Water Strain Effects

Hard Choices Facing Students
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Planet Water Foundation is a U.S.-based non-profit that 
develops strategic partnerships that support Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) efforts that align with four of 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
Quality Education; Gender Equality; Reduced Inequalities; 
and Clean Water and Sanitation. Project 24 programs and 
initiatives support these four SDGs with longitudinal support 
in each community for five years. Project 24 is Planet Water 
Foundation’s World Water Day advocacy and engagement 
platform around the world’s critical need to solve water 
poverty since its inception in 2015.

“As the head of the family, ever since the water 
pollution problem arose, we are having difficulty 
accessing water for drinking, bathing, irrigating 
fields, and for gardening. Our hope today is to get 
access to clean water for everyday life.”   
 - Adnan

“Me and my friends drink water directly from 
the well in the school. We always drink water 
that has not been boiled. We experience stomach 
pain and skin diseases. One time my classmates 
asked for permission to leave early because they 
were unable to withstand abdominal pain from 
consuming dirty water. Our hope is to feel and 
enjoy having access to clean water in school one 
day in the future.” 
 - Rofi’i, 11 years old, Grade 6 Student

“The impact that often occurs in the classroom 
due to students drinking water from the well, is 
that some students in my class bring bottles of 
water from home. However, if the water in the 
bottle runs out, the students fill it with the water 
from the well. Most students experience diar-
rhea and skin diseases (mostly students who do 
not bring water from home). Hopefully in the 
future, there will be no students who leave class 
because of diarrhea and skin diseases. 
 - M. Toyib, S.Pd.i, Grade 4 Teacher


